	Add your logo here
	2030 Climate-Neutrality Commitments
	[image: ]


[image: ]
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Climate City Contract

[bookmark: _Toc115439442]2030 Climate Neutrality Commitments

[bookmark: _Toc115439444]Climate Neutrality Commitments of the City X

	Add your city logo here	
	
[image: ]


The content of this document reflects only the author’s view. The European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains.

	
	
	



[image: ] CCC: Commitments template
	Add your logo here
	2030 Climate-Neutrality Commitments
	[image: ]




[image: Une image contenant transport

Description générée avec un niveau de confiance élevé]2NetZeroCities has received funding from the H2020 Research and Innovation Programme under the grant agreement n°101036519.





	Document history

	Date
	Version
	Author
	Changes

	January 2023
	V1
	ICLEI
	/

	June 2023
	V2
	ICLEI
	The template was amended to include a front-page note “The Commitments template is for guidance only. Cities are encouraged to adapt it to their circumstances, while remaining mindful of the CCC Checklist and guidance documents”.

	November 2023
	V2.1
	ICLEI
	The front-page note was amended to include additional text “The Commitments template is for guidance only. Cities are encouraged to adapt it to their circumstances, while remaining mindful of the CCC Checklist and guidance documents. Please consider limiting the Commitments document to 10-15 pages excluding signatory contracts”.
Each section was amended to open with a summary of expected information. Guiding questions were included for each template field (to be replaced with writer´s text).
Footnotes were introduced throughout the template to provide definitions for uncommon terms and references to additional (external) guidance.
Section 1 (Introduction): „Opportunities created through the Mission” was added as part of the opening section.
Section 4 (Process and underlying principles): “climate justice” was added to key principles.
The sample contract form was edited to encourage the signatories to adhere to specific, time bound and measurable commitments that reference the 2030 Climate Neutrality Action Plan and 2030 Climate Neutrality Investment Plan.
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This opening section explains the city’s motivation to join the EU Mission “100 climate-neutral and smart cities by 2030” and highlights the city’s present commitments to climate action. It aims to include:
Brief background information about the Climate City Contract process, and a short paragraph on why the city decided to apply to join the Mission. 
A reference to the city’s highlights on climate action so far, including main developments and achievements, engagement with global or European initiatives, key local programmes, strategies and partnerships, as well as relevant processes[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  These are further detailed in the 2030 Climate Neutrality Action Plan (Module A-2: Current Policies and Strategies).] 

Opportunities created through the Mission.

	Introduction

	Guiding questions (please replace with your text):
· Why have you decided to join the EU Mission and develop a Climate City Contract?  
· What have been the highlights of your city’s journey to achieving climate neutrality so far?  
· What is your city’s current climate neutrality commitment and how can the Mission enable your city to build on what it is already doing? What opportunities does it create?



[bookmark: _Toc705412207][bookmark: _Toc153554551][bookmark: _Toc151132236]Goal: Climate neutrality by 2030
This section aims to summarise:
The city´s 2030 climate neutrality target, referencing the city´s Mission Expression of Interest and any further thinking since then.
The administrative territories included in the city´s 2030 target. 
Where applicable, any districts or emission sources, sectors or gases within these administrative boundaries that are excluded from the target of climate neutrality by 2030[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  If existing, these exclusions are documented in the introduction to the city´s 2030 Climate Neutrality Action Plan.] 

An overview of co-benefits[footnoteRef:4] that the city will experience from increasing climate action and reducing its reliance on fossil fuels.  [4:  Climate policies and measures that promote co-benefits (i.e., policies and measures that tackle emissions whilst also delivering on other priorities) can increase support from local stakeholders, funders, as well as the wider public. Measurable co-benefits of working towards climate neutrality for the city could range from improved air quality and increased access to green spaces and related health benefits to increased job opportunities, local innovation, energy independence, and financial savings.] 

.
	Goal

	Guiding questions (please replace with your text):
· What is your city´s 2030 climate neutrality target (reference your Cities Mission Expression of Interest)? 
· Does your 2030 target cover the entire administrative territory of the city or are there exclusion areas (summarise)?  
· Is your 2030 target fully in line with the climate neutrality definition pursued by the Cities Mission or are there exclusions (summarise)? 
· What co-benefits will your city experience from increasing climate action and reducing its reliance on fossil fuels? 
· If there are ETS facilities within the geographical boundary of the city, are this included or excluded from the target?
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This section of the Commitments document summarises at least 3 or 4 strategic systemic priorities[footnoteRef:5] that need to be implemented in the city to become climate-neutral by 2030.  The annexed 2030 Climate Neutrality Action Plan aims to describe in detail the expected pathways and actions (Part B) and enabling interventions (Part C) needed to achieve these priorities and how the city plans to implement them. The annexed 2030 Climate Neutrality Investment Plan further details the funding and financing for the expected pathways and actions. The individual commitments between the city and signatories (see Appendix 1) strive to address these key priorities and contribute to reaching them. [5:  Strategic systemic priorities are meaningful changes that will have a profound impact on reducing GHG emissions in the city, such as decarbonising the heating system in the city or generating 100% energy from renewables.] 

	Strategic priorities

	Guiding questions (please replace with your text): 
· What are your city’s key systemic strategic priorities to reach climate neutrality by 2030? 
· What objectives will you focus on in the next 2-3 years? Please specify these including the envisaged timeline and monitorable targets.
· Who are the critical stakeholders needed to bring about accelerated change? (Critical stakeholders might include actors from the following sectors: Research, Government, Business, Civil Society) 
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Process and principles 
This section aims to briefly describe: 
The systemic process[footnoteRef:6] the city will undertake to achieve its 2030 climate neutrality target.  [6:  Concrete actions to implement these processes are described in the annexed 2030 Climate Neutrality Action Plan (section C).] 

The provisions for monitoring and joint learning[footnoteRef:7], including the intentions for updating the Climate City Contract. [7:  Learnings from monitoring your progress towards climate neutrality should be processed and shared with your transition team and stakeholders, in order to build a common understanding of how your Climate City Contract can be improved in future iterations.] 

The key principles that will guide the implementation of its Climate City Contract, such as climate justice, co-creation, multi-level governance approaches, stakeholder and citizen engagement. 
	Process and principles 

	Guiding questions (please replace with your text):
· What is the systemic work process that your city will adopt to achieve the 2030 climate neutrality target?
· How do you plan to monitor and update your CCC over time?
· What are the principles that will guide the implementation of the CCC?
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The table below enlists the signatories[footnoteRef:8] who are committing to this CCC, and thereby to help the city achieve its goal to reach climate neutrality by 2030. Specific agreements that articulate the details of the climate action(s) between the municipality and signatories are added to the individual contracts in Appendix 1 (see sample in section 6). The number and relevance of signatories’ commitments is likely to increase over time. [8:  Climate City Contract signatories may be individuals or organisations. They ideally include national and/or regional governments, for example concrete agreements/ commitments made through the multi-level governance engagement processes supported by NetZeroCities, CapaCities, and other emerging national level initiatives.] 

	Name of the signatory (organisation)
	Sector / Domain / Level of operation[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Please mention if the organisation is active at local, regional, national, or international level.] 

	Legal form
	Name of the responsible person
	Position of the responsible person

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Add your logo here
	2030 Climate-Neutrality Commitments
	[image: ]




[bookmark: _Toc1817709497][bookmark: _Toc153554555][bookmark: _Toc151132240]Sample contract with signatures
Express joint commitment / agreement for all parties who sign this 2030 Climate Neutrality Commitments document[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  Individual signatory commitments are concrete actions that will contribute to the overall climate neutrality target in line with the strategic priorities. The commitments aim to be as specific and targeted as possible. However, a signatory´s commitment can start as a broader agreement that gets refined and sharpened in each Climate City Contract iteration. ] 

Example: We, the undersigned, hereby commit to help make City X climate neutral by 2030. We agree on the joint ambition and commitments, as formulated in the City X’s Climate City Contract. We aim to support this goal with the following actions: 
· ….
· ….

Date of signature		Name			Signature

________________________________________________________________________________
Mayor of City X

________________________________________________________________________________
President, City X Development Agency

________________________________________________________________________________
Provost, University of City X 			

_________________________________________________________________________________
CEO, Utility X 
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